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Statement 

‘Thy Kingdom Come – Praying Together at Pentecost 2017’ 

Jesus invites all his followers to pray in His name to the Father confidently and expectantly. In the 

power of the Holy Spirit we pray together as one family. All Christians share this gift of the Lord’s 

Prayer. When we pray ‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done’ we long for Christ’s transforming love 

to bring hope and joy to all.  

Earlier this year many of the churches in England took up the 

invitation of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to set aside the 

days leading up to Pentecost Sunday to pray for the renewing and 

empowering presence of the Holy Spirit to make Christ real in our 

midst, for the flourishing of all. As Presidents of Churches Together 

in England we are delighted to join together to extend this invitation 

to all the churches in England to participate in this movement of 

prayer in 2017. 

We want to encourage our brothers and sisters in churches of all 

traditions to partner in praying ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ in the days leading up to Pentecost, from 25 

May - 4 June, 2017. There is no prescription about how we should pray; we hope each church will 

participate in a way that is authentic to them and where possible to engage in this with their partner 

churches in their area. 

 The aim is simple and threefold 

- To join with the whole family of God the Father 

- To pray for the empowering of God the Holy Spirit 

- That we may be effective witnesses to God the Son Jesus Christ 

As Presidents, we will be writing to our churches and congregations to encourage them to share this 

aim and to take part in this movement. We pray to the Father that his family, called to be one in 

Jesus Christ, may see the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to transform many lives and communities in 

our land. 



Video transcript: 

Live on: www.thykingdom.co.uk    

Global link: www.thykingdomcome.global  

Direct link: https://vimeo.com/183026876 

Archbishop Justin Welby, The Archbishop of Canterbury: 

We are here at Lambeth Palace. This is one of the 

regular meetings of what are called the Presidents of 

the Churches Together in England. We all get 

together to share what’s going on, talk about plans 

and ideas, and today is particularly important 

because on the agenda is the programme for ‘Thy 

Kingdom Come’, and seeking to get all the different 

churches involved together, praying next summer for 

the witness and evangelism of the churches. 

If we don’t pray, nothing happens. In prayer, we 

engage with God, he changes us. As we pray together, it will draw us closer together, closer to God, 

and move forward the cause that the church is here to serve. My hope is that everyone will go out 

excited and enthused by what we are talking about and will, in whatever way is appropriate, in each 

church, have them involved in the way they want to be involved. 

Rev Dr Hugh Osgood, Free Churches Group Moderator:  

I am really excited about ‘Thy Kingdom Come 2017’, 

as everyone’s able to pray in their own style and in 

their own way, and yet the fact that we are doing it 

all together, at the same time, just really make an 

impact. 

Bishop Eric Brown, the Pentecostal President: 

What started out as a C of E event is emerging as a 

global event 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster: 

Please do join in before Pentecost, this drive to pray 

together for the gift of God’s spirit for our mission. 

We know how rich Pentecost is in the life of the 

church from its very beginning. That richness can be 

ours too - if we ask God for it.  

HE Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira and Great 

Britain, The President for the Orthodox Churches:  

It is very important for the local churches to share 

this unique message. 
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The Revd Canon Billy Kennedy 
The President nominated by the New Churches, the Religious 

Society of Friends (ie the Quakers) and the Lutheran and 

German-speaking Churches: 

Here is a great opportunity for us all to engage in a 

broader national, and international project to 

mobilise the whole church. 

Rev Dr Hugh Osgood, Free Churches Group Moderator:  

Right across the Free Churches I really want to encourage everyone to get involved in this event. It is 

such an opportunity to express our unity but also to be praying for the mission of the church. The fact 

that we can be reaching out and our prayers will prepare the ground for our evangelism. 

Bishop Eric Brown, the Pentecostal President: 

Get involved. Jesus commanded us, Jesus said 

always to pray and not faint. This time we are not 

just praying about our individual needs, but about 

the needs of the nation and our world. 

Archbishop Justin Welby, The Archbishop of Canterbury: 

It’s gone very well today. The Heads of each of the 

denominations and churches were deeply committed 

to the idea of evangelism and witness, and are going to throw their weight of their own church 

behind it, in every case. So we are really enthused and people have gone out buzzing. 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Cardinal Archbishop of 

Westminster: 

To have a week of prayer for Christian mission is just a 

wonderful thing. 

Bishop Eric Brown, the Pentecostal President: 

I’m so glad that we in the Pentecostal movement can 

be part of this. 

Rev Dr Hugh Osgood, Free Churches Group Moderator:  

I’m so excited, lets really make it happen. 
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