
Dear brothers and sisters,

Over the last couple of years the senior denominational leaders have met, under the umbrella of Churches Together in Greater Bristol, to share and pray together over some of the priorities and opportunities for the Church across the wider Bristol region.

One of the opportunities that has come to the fore, with an exciting sense of shared vision, is Open the Book (www.openthebook.net). This national initiative, now part of the Bible Society, equips groups of local Christians to tell Bible stories in primary schools within an assembly context.

A number of people from churches of different denomination across the Bristol region have already formed teams and are actively involved. Open the Book enthusiastically supported the Together for Bristol city-wide gatherings during 2013.
“We will tell the next generation....and they in turn would tell their children. Then they would put their trust in God.......” Psalm 78:4,6


(Open the Book Scripture verses)
We would like to recommend it to you.

It is a simple yet scalable initiative that could include all churches and churchmanship in a common goal of encouraging Biblical Literacy for a whole generation of children in the region. Our goal is to mobilise 1000 volunteers to reach the majority of primary schools in the greater Bristol area. Such a venture could give a real and practical expression of Christian unity with grass roots involvement, which could herald a new way of working together. 

Support in getting started with Open the Book is available through Jonathan Lee, who is working on behalf of the George Müller Charitable Trust and providing local coordination. He is available to meet with church leadership groups, minsters forums, ecumenical forums, assembly’s teams etc. To find out more please contact him at jonathanlee@mullers.org.
Yours in Christ
Bishop Renford Brown: Chair, Bristol Black Churches Council)

Rev Nigel Coles: Senior Regional Minister, West of England Baptist Association 

Majors Ian and Jean Harris: Divisional Commander, South Western Division, Salvation Army

Revd Dr David Hart: Circuit Superintendent Minister, Bristol and South Gloucestershire, Methodist Circuit

The Rt Revd Mike Hill: Bishop of Bristol, Diocese of Bristol

The Right Reverend Declan Lang, Bishop of Clifton, Clifton Diocese

Major Ian Mountford, Chair, Churches Together in Greater Bristol (CTGB)

Rob Scott-Cook: Celebration Network of churches and Woodlands Group of churches
Revd Ruth Whitehead: Moderator, South Western Synod, URC

